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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [12.07 pm]: I rise to inform the house that on 27 January 
2010, the Governor in Executive Council appointed Mr Joseph McGrath, a Western Australian barrister of 
excellent reputation and significant expertise in matters of criminal and civil law, as the state’s new Director of 
Public Prosecutions. Mr McGrath brings a wealth of abilities, experiences and qualities to the office of the 
director, which is one of the most difficult and challenging offices in the state of Western Australia, but also one 
of the most important positions within the state’s criminal justice system. The new director holds a Bachelor of 
Arts from the University of Western Australia, a Bachelor of Laws from the Australian National University and 
Masters of Laws degrees from both UWA and the London School of Economics. 

In addition to his academic qualifications and achievements, Mr McGrath possesses a wealth of legal expertise 
through practise in both private and government sectors. In 1992, Mr McGrath was associate to the Honourable 
Justice Lee in the Federal Court of Australia and from 1993 to 1998 he held the position of principal legal officer 
for the commonwealth DPP in Perth and returned to the commonwealth DPP in 2000 as senior assistant director. 
The new director’s commitment and interest in performing public service is also found in the not-for-profit non-
government sector, where he was a legal research assistant with the Verification, Research, Training and 
Information Centre; a British NGO that monitors and verifies international treaties pertaining to weapons of 
mass destruction, non-proliferation and arms reductions.  

Importantly, from 2001 Mr McGrath has practised as a barrister at Francis Burt chambers establishing an 
excellent reputation in the conduct of complex criminal and civil litigation, including appearing as counsel on 
behalf of both the state and commonwealth governments in the Western Australian Supreme Court and District 
Court. Mr McGrath was also counsel assisting the royal commissions into the finance broking industry and 
Western Australia Police. Mr McGrath’s experience as a defence counsel, including on complex corporate 
matters such as insider trading, market manipulation and similar matters, will allow him to bring a well rounded 
and balanced approach to the prosecutorial duties his new position will require. The new director’s dedication to, 
and sustained interest in, the development of criminal and civil law and practice is evident in his numerous 
memberships of committees of legal practice associations and standing committees and from his membership of 
the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia, his vice presidency of the Western Australian Bar 
Association and his work on the Ethics Committee of the Law Society of Western Australia. 

On behalf of the state government I congratulate Mr Joseph McGrath on his appointment as the state’s Director 
of Public Prosecutions and I have every confidence that the qualities and abilities that assisted him to rise to the 
top of a competitive field of applicants for the position will allow him to not only perform his new duties 
adequately, but also excel in doing so. The state’s new DPP is a well-rounded, energetic and talented lawyer with 
a reputation for hard work and fairness. His extensive experience in complex criminal matters and his history in 
WA’s legal profession make him ideally suited to manage and grow the state’s prosecution services in the very 
challenging position of DPP. 

I would also take this opportunity to acknowledge the dedication and professionalism of Mr Bruno Fiannaca, SC, 
who acted in the position of director prior to Mr McGrath’s appointment. 
 


